
THE WORD OF THE LORD 
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Psalm 42 

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God.  My soul thirsts for God, for 

the living God.  When can I go and meet with God?  My tears have been my food day and night, while 

people say to me all day long, “Where is your God?”  These things I remember as I pour out my soul: 

how I used to go to the house of God under the protection of the Mighty One with shouts of joy and 

praise among the festive throng.  Why, my soul, are you downcast?  Why so disturbed within me? 

Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.  My soul is downcast within me; 

therefore I will remember you from the land of the Jordan, the heights of Hermon—from Mount Mizar. 

Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all your waves and breakers have swept over me. 

By day the LORD directs his love, at night his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life.  I say to 

God my Rock, “Why have you forgotten me?  Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by the 

enemy?”  My bones suffer mortal agony as my foes taunt me, saying to me all day long, “Where is 

your God?”  Why, my soul, are you downcast?  Why so disturbed within me?  Put your hope in God, 

for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 

 

Galatians 3:23-29 

Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until the faith that 

was to come would be revealed.  So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we might be 

justified by faith.  Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.  So in Christ Jesus 

you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 

heirs according to the promise. 

 

Luke 8:26-39 

They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee.   When Jesus stepped 

ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town.  For a long time this man had not 

worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs.  When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell 

at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 

God?  I beg you, don’t torture me!”  For Jesus had commanded the impure spirit to come out of the 

man.  Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, 

he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.  Jesus asked him, 

“What is your name?”  “Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him.  And they 

begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.  A large herd of pigs was feeding 

there on the hillside.  The demons begged Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them 

permission.   When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed 

down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.  When those tending the pigs saw what had  



 

 

happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see 

what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had 

gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.  Those who had 

seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured.  Then all the people of the 

region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got 

into the boat and left.  The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but 

Jesus sent him away, saying,  “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.”  So the man 

went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him. 

 

 


